
 

 
Pr Esther Peeren (University of Amsterdam, ASCA) -  Politics of Visibility and Invisibility
in the Hinterland.

The hinterland, as ‘the district behind that lying along the coast (or along the shore of a river);
the ‘back country’” (OED), emerged as a colonial doctrine at the time of the late nineteenth-
century Scramble for Africa. It provided a way for colonial powers to claim land that they had not
yet occupied, settled or even laid eyes on, but that was nonetheless envisioned as theirs to
exploit. Today, hinterlands are increasingly widespread and densely layered “sacrifice zones” for
capital (Brenner and Katsikis 2020: 28). The ever more generalized system of extractivism that
characterizes global capitalism operates through “imperial networks (or platforms)” that not only
continue to lay waste to existing hinterlands, but also create new hinterlands to be exploited and,
upon exhaustion, left in a state of “barrenness” (Ye et al. 2020). These hinterlands harbor
traditional extractive industries like mining and intensive agriculture, but also the logistical
infrastructures crucial to sustaining and speeding up global trade, including data farms,
distribution centers and waste processing plants. In this talk, I will ask what politics of visibility
and invisibility characterize the hinterlands of colonial times and today: to what extent are the
landscapes, infrastructures and (human and non-human) life forms of the hinterland visible or
invisible, and to whom? What modes of visibility and invisibility are at stake in conceptualizations
of the hinterland as “ghost acreage” (Brenner 2016), “black box” (Brenner and Katsikis 2020) or
“sunken continent” (Neel 2018), and what politics do such modes make possible and
impossible? How can the hinterland be rethought as a realm where there is something to see,
and where this something to see is not limited to extraction, abandonment and barrenness? 

Dr Eva Von Redecker (University of Verona, Centre for Politics and Theories of Sexuality
(PoliTeSse)) - The silence of the dispossessed. Towards an intersectional theory of
possessive individualism.

"Dispossession" has become a term frequently invoked in feminist theory. It refers to
subjectivation processes as well as material transactions, yet often leaves their exact
interrelation underspecified. The talk starts out from C.B.MacPherson's original theory of
possessive individualism, a theory which, at closer inspection, only covers free wage laborers in
full market societies. Drawing on Hannah Arendt's and Rita Segato's alternative portraits of
bourgeois society and colonial conquest, the possessive individual is revealed as simultaneously
"dispossessive", as propertizing and dominating other lives without which his precarious
sovereignty cannot be secured. Those other lives are objectified according to the script of
property. Regarded as "phantom possession", racialized and feminized subjects are partially
bereft of, and continuously punished for, their agency. Silencing violence, while following the
script of propertization, thus also reveals its limit.
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